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Abstract
This is a short summary of your capstone project.
There is a lack of information available on Idaho Cold Cases, especially in a
modern format. I have created a project to fill this void in awareness in the community. Starting
with two cases, and posting them on YouTube I am hoping to continue to keep these cases alive
and get them in front of new eyes in hope of solving them. During these videos I told the stories
of the victims, while creating a painting.
Keywords: Awareness, Cold Case, Painting
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Video link for Jose Rodriguez case: https://youtu.be/8Zz1C1C4cdU

Video link for Tina Marie Finley case: https://youtu.be/s9t_mxW6NdI

Section 1: Innovative Approach
I will be focusing on advocacy for the community, and connection through art. I
will use the platform YouTube to present an art work as I create it while detailing a
homicide cold case or a missing persons cold case. I will then provide resources for
those watching to share or contact should they believe they know anything or know
anyone that may know anything in relation to the cases.
I began by focusing on a homicide cases and a missing persons cases. I will
offer the art to the families of the victims first, and if they decline the art will be put into a
later art shot, and/or sold and proceeds donated to organizations working to support the
victims and families of cold cases.
There is no larger and more widely used platform than YouTube, and it is proven
that the best tool in the endeavor of solving cold cases is word of mouth and support
from the public. If we keep the stories alive, we keep the hope alive, and the likelihood
of them being solved is greater.
Approach
There is the true crime interest demographic, which has definitely gained more
popularity the past few years. There is also the art demographic. These very rarely
cross over, and that means that there is a demographic out there that is not regularly
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being exposed to true crime/cold case advocacy content. This two demographics mean
more eyes, and more ears leant to the cases I would discuss.
It is niche. There is currently only a few other art and true crime channels on
YouTube however the art they do is not related to the cases they discuss. These
existing art/true crime YouTubers also do not provide any support or other forms of
connection for the victims and victims families. So by providing outreach this way I am
providing support for families, advocating for the cases, and providing resources for the
public and organizations that work to do the same.
To start project Modus Operandi I began looking at state and government sites
for existing cold case support. Then I reached my search out a little further and came
across Cold Case Investigative Research Institute, and Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women USA. I have reached out to both, and connected with one. I also
reached out to the facebook page Cole Cases Idaho. This page has been up and
advocating for cold cases in the state for a very long time, it is run by a regular citizen.
Though this citizen obviously has a background in starting a project like this from the
ground up with only your own ambition. I am thinking about reaching out to the number
one true crime podcasters from Crime Junkie. As I have posted the videos on YouTube
I have only heard back from one of these sources, but I will be continuing to attempt to
connect with them.

Section 2: Emotional Intelligence
As I was researching and writing the rough draft of my script I had been more self
aware of my style of writing and speaking, and especially to how I can express empathy

5
and sympathy, and come off as educated and calm. The sympathy and empathy goes
hand in had with the awareness of others. I am planning my project and writing each
script in a way that appeals to the viewers. Not only appeals to them, but also gets them
invested and feeling the same empathy and sympathy I do for each case.
My approach and recommendations consider the emotional intelligence of my
audience. Formatting something in a story format that includes factual information is an
easy way to digest emotionally difficult information.
Obviously spreading the word of cold cases can only help the investigation, the
investigators, and the families of the victims is innately helpful. It would benefit the
viewers by empowering them, to let them know that they are a powerful source for those
victims and their justice. This empowerment is the core goal of this project.

Section 3: Creative Thinking
1. How did you draw on your creative framework to approach this work?
My favorite thing I have learned through the MDS program is ‘creativity is relevance and
novelty’. This is the basis of the framework that I pulled from to approach my work for
this capstone project. I thought about the problem I was most passionate about during
my discovery and discussion this semester, and I then thought about ways that it is
being solved, and the best way I can within my power be part of the solution.
I then pulled from my list of skills for what I could do for the solution within the
‘novelty’ mindset. I landed on utilizing my art while spreading the word about cold cases
in Idaho. This aligns with what I believe to be successful aspects of existing YouTube
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videos, and pecha kucha style presentations. The art extends to be an even greater
reach by supporting the victims families, and presenting the stories in another format
and inserting it into another community.

Section 4: Your Innovative Solution
My project is to advocate and spread awareness on local cold cases through
YouTube and m art, as well as support organizations that work for similar advocacy and
investigation.
I will be reciting a call case based in Idaho, while painting. The painting will use
floriography to connect to the victim and the case. I will ad a plea in each video for
anyone with information to contact the correct people, and I will provide the tools for that
correspondence.
Afterwards I will contact the family and offer them the painting, and if they are
not interested or I am unable to contact them then I will store the work away to be
entered into an art show for further community connections and advocacy. Profits (via
YouTube or sales) will go to organizations that are working on the same advocacy and
investigation of these crimes. (Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women , and the Cold
Case Research Investigation Institute, and Crime Stoppers of Idaho).
The potential is to connect and heal the community. Many of us are so
disconnected form our community we do not know these people are missing or
murdered. The community is a powerful tool for law enforcement, and so getting the
word out about cold cases as much as possible is integral to their efforts in solving the
cases. This could connect people who know something to the correct people who are
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investigating. This project has the potential to bring some sort of healing or closure to
the families of the victims, to have a symbol of their loved one and to know that there
are still people out there who care.
The platform YouTube is undeniably the largest and most accessible platform in
the world. Some of the best performing topics on YouTube are Tru Crime and Paint
With Me’s, (or —— with me, like draw with me, get ready with me, cook with me, etc…)
So this is a fantastic platform for widespread advocacy. Though this is not a unique
aspect of it, the painting portion and Idaho local is.
Larger states have larger True Crime Advocate communities. Also, as far as the
research I have done there are not any other creators making victim specific artwork
and using their platform to connect their community and have a farther reaching impact
as I am planning to. There is maybe one or two creators on the platform that paint and
talk true crime, but they are not painting anything related to the case, they are not
focusing specifically on cold cases or on a locality. I will be.
The idea of storing and cataloguing these art works to put in a show is another
way to congregate the community to support these cases. This is not one thing I have
seen done before at all and is another avenue I will be exploring later on.

Section 5: Results
My stakeholders range from broad to specific. The public is a stakeholder, in this
project specifically it is the public of Idaho. Those in Idaho can benefit from my project
by being empowered and provided tools to support their community by spreading the
word about these cases. There is also a benefit of education to the public, as many do
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not know the missing and murdered cold cases in our area, or if they do they do not
know how to reach out or spread the word. This format of YouTube will make both of
these easy.
The families of the victims in the cases I discuss are stakeholders as they are
being given hope and comfort knowing their communities are still working to help them
to find answers or justice. They will also benefit by being (if they choose) a work of art
that symbolizes their love and the personality of their loved one.
The investigators benefit from my case by gaining more exposure and getting the
cases in front of fresh eyes. Lastly I am a stakeholder as well. This project will give me a
chance to make a positive impact on my community, as well as refine my skills and give
my artwork direction.
Not everything can be all positive so I will also go over the possible negative
impacts of my project. The families of the victims may disagree with my presentation of
the case, or may feel that I left out information. They may not like the painting that I did
about their loved one, or in general it may bring up difficult memories.
When it comes to a negative impact on the investigators of the cases, I could
accidentally provide incomplete or even outdated or incorrect information on the cold
cases. I, of course, will do my best to avoid this, but it is a possibility as this is a realm of
work with very little rigidity.
Aside from the positive impacts I listed above there could be some negative
impacts that I myself experience. This would come in the form of time allocation or in
emotional impact. I could find myself under stress to be timely or to do a case justice. I
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also could be emotionally impacted by consistently discussing missing persons and
murder cases.
Section 6: Conclusion
The category this project would fall under would be service-learning. I was
working on my own learning, and aiding the learning of others in service of our
community where there is a lack. A lack of outreach and access and education on cold
cases.
I learned, of course, about these cases and the individuals involved in them. I
also learned that discussing cold cases on a public platform can be precarious and
sensitive. I have watched others that are successful in this (like Bailey Syrian) and they
seem to take a relaxed or numerous aproach to the way they tell the stories, and I find
that difficult. I learned that the style of story telling for me is more serious- as in the way
of the popular pod cast Crime Junkies.
So far at this point in the project I can only say that there are two ‘people’ that
benefitted from my project. One would be me, as I finished something I have been
working on for some time, and I learned a lot. The families also benefited from having
their loved ones story out there in another format.
I acquired new skills in story telling, as I have never told a story that was not
mine before. I also acquired skills in Adobe Premier Rush, a video and audio editing
software.
The basis of the project begins in me reciting a cold case while painting, filming,
and presenting it on YouTube. I am not only telling the stories of the victims and
community affected by the loss. I am also supporting the families by offering them a
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completed art work on their loved one, giving them hope and comfort, and possibly
another way to feel closer to their loved one. Any family can reject the painting, or if they
are unable to be found or contacted I will be entering the works into various shows so
that it is yet another way to present the cold cases in a more fine arts fashion, and the
art works can be purchased. The purchases will connect our community more closely to
those we have lost.
Profits from this project will go to supporting Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women of America, as well as Cold Case Research Investigation Institute, and Idaho
Crime Stoppers. I am looking forward to this project affecting the community in 4
different ways, extending myself as a resource and support as far as possible.
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